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DETAILED ACTION 
Preliminary Amendment 
The preliminary amendment filed on July 1 1 th , 2003 has been entered into this application. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). 
The certified copy has been filed in this application on November 19 th , 2003. 

Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.3 12. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with William 
Kratz on September 13, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In regards to claim 1 5 line 5, "a" has been deleted and "member" has been replaced with -- 
members- to correct for a typographical error. 

In regards to claim 2, lines 2-4, commas have been added in order to clarify that the frame 
retaining members are capable of holding a spectacle frame from front and rear sides, not the lens rests. 

In regards to claim 5, line 1, "claims 2 or 3" has been replaced with -claim 4— to correct for an 
antecedent error. 

The amended claims appear below: 

1. A spectacle lens optical characteristic measuring method comprising: point-supporting left and 
right spectacle lenses of a pair of spectacles respectively by lens rests at some midpoints of optical paths 
of a pair of left and right measurement optical systems; retaining a spectacle frame for the spectacle 
lenses from front and rear sides by a pair of frame retaining members; pressing the spectacle lenses in this 
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state against the lens rests by a lens presser m e mb e r members to correct the way the spectacle frame is 
retained by the frame retaining members; retracting the lens presser members from the optical paths of the 
measurement optical systems; measuring measurement beams around the lens rests transmitted through 
the spectacle lenses by the measurement optical systems; and obtaining optical characteristics of the 
spectacle lenses on the basis of a measurement signal from the measurement optical systems by a 
computation control circuit. 

2. A lens meter comprising: a pair of left and right lens rests capable of point-supporting left and 
right lenses of a pair of spectacles; a pair of frame retaining members capable of holding a spectacle 
frame of the pair of spectacles* whose lenses are supported by the lens rests* from front and rear sides; 
lens presser members for pressing the spectacle lenses supported by the lens rests against the lens rests; a 
pair of left and right measurement optical systems for measuring optical characteristics of the spectacle 
lenses supported by the lens rests on the basis of measurement beams passing around the lens rests; and a 
computation control circuit which controls the measurement optical systems to cause it to execute the 
measurement and which obtains the optical characteristics of the spectacle lenses on the basis of 
measurement signals from the measurement optical systems, 

the lens meter further comprising presser member driving means for moving the lens presser 
members to pressing positions where they press the spectacle lenses against the lens rests and to retracted 
positions where they are retracted from the pressing positions, 

wherein the computation control circuit controls the measurement optical systems upon 
movement of the lens presser members to the retracted positions by the presser member driving means so 
as to cause them to execute measurement of the optical characteristics of the spectacle lenses. 

5. A lens meter according to Claims 2 or 3 Claim 4, wherein the frame detecting means is further 
equipped with a nose pad support member for supporting nose pads of the pair of spectacles which is 
arranged between the pair of left and right measurement optical systems and movable in the back and 
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forth direction, biasing means for forwardly biasing the nose pad support member, and a detecting switch 
which detects backward movement of the nose pad support member against the biasing force of the 
biasing means. 

Examiner's Reasons for Allowance 
Claims 1-5 are allowed over the prior art of record. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As to claim 1, the prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose or render 
obvious a spectacle lens optical characteristic measuring method comprising pressing the spectacle lenses 
against lens rests by lens press er members to correct the way the spectacle frame is retained by frame 
retaining members, and retracting the lens presser members from the optical paths of the measurement 
optical systems, in combination with the rest of the limitations of claim 1. 

As to claim 2, the prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose or render 
obvious a lens meter comprising presser member driving means for moving the lens presser members to 
pressing positions where they press the spectacle lenses against the lens rests and to retracted positions 
where they are retracted from the pressing positions, wherein a computation control circuit controls the 
measurement optical systems upon movement of the lens presser members to the retracted positions by 
the presser member driving means so as to cause them to execute measurement of the optical 
characteristics of the spectacle lenses, in combination with the rest of the limitations of claim 2. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Additional Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
The prior art made of record is Campbell et al. (USPN 4,098,002), Esmond (USPN 4,212,538), Nakamura 
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et al. (USPN 4,676,004), Kurachi et al. (USPN 5,152,067), Abitbol et al. (USPN 6,154,969), and Fukuma 
et al. (US Pub 2002/0085196). 

Campbell discloses a spectacle lens meter comprising a nose rest capable of retaining a pair of 
spectacles, a measurement optical system for measuring optical characteristics of the spectacle lenses 
supported by the nose rests on the basis of measurement beams passing through the lens, and a 
computation control circuit which controls the measurement optical system to cause it to execute the 
measurement and which obtains the optical characteristics of the spectacle lenses on the basis of 
measurement signals from the measurement optical system 

Esmond discloses a spectacle lens meter comprising a nose rest capable of retaining a pair of 
spectacles, measurement optical systems for measuring optical characteristics of the spectacle lenses 
supported by the nose rests on the basis of measurement beams passing through the lenses, and a 
computation control circuit which controls the measurement optical system to cause it to execute the 
measurement and which obtains the optical characteristics of the spectacle lenses on the basis of 
measurement signals from the measurement optical systems. 

Nakamura discloses a spectacle lens meter comprising a nose rest capable of retaining a pair of 
spectacles, a lens rest for resting a lens of the spectacles, lens presser members for pressing the lens 
against the lens rests, a measurement optical system for measuring optical characteristics of the spectacle 
lenses supported by the nose rests on the basis of measurement beams passing through the lens, and a 
computation control circuit which controls the measurement optical system to cause it to execute the 
measurement and which obtains the optical characteristics of the spectacle lenses on the basis of 
measurement signals from the measurement optical system 

Kurachi discloses a spectacle lens meter comprising a nose rest capable of retaining a pair of 
spectacles, lens presser members for pressing the lens against the nose rest, a measurement optical system 
for measuring optical characteristics of the spectacle lenses supported by the nose rests on the basis of 
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measurement beams passing through the lens, and a computation control circuit which controls the 
measurement optical system to cause it to execute the measurement and which obtains the optical 
characteristics of the spectacle lenses on the basis of measurement signals from the measurement optical 
system 

Abitbol discloses a spectacle lens meter comprising a pair of left and right lens rests capable of 
point-supporting left and right lenses of a pair of spectacles; a pair of frame retaining members capable of 
holding a spectacle frame of the pair of spectacles, whose lenses are supported by the lens rests, from 
front and rear sides; lens presser members for pressing the spectacle lenses supported by the lens rests 
against the lens rests, a measurement optical system for measuring optical characteristics of the spectacle 
lenses supported by the nose rests on the basis of measurement beams passing through the lens, and a 
computation control circuit which controls the measurement optical system to cause it to execute the 
measurement and which obtains the optical characteristics of the spectacle lenses on the basis of 
measurement signals from the measurement optical system 

Fukuma discloses a lens meter comprising a pair of left and right lens rests capable of point- 
supporting left and right lenses of a pair of spectacles, a pair of frame retaining members capable of 
holding a spectacle frame of the pair of spectacles, whose lenses are supported by the lens rests, from 
front and rear sides, lens presser members for pressing the spectacle lenses supported by the lens rests 
against the lens rests, a pair of left and right measurement optical systems for measuring optical 
characteristics of the spectacle lenses supported by the lens rests on the basis of measurement beams 
passing around the lens rests, and a computation control circuit which controls the measurement optical 
systems to cause it to execute the measurement and which obtains the optical characteristics of the 
spectacle lenses on the basis of measurement signals from the measurement optical systems, the lens 
meter further comprising presser member driving means for moving the lens presser members to pressing 
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positions where they press the spectacle lenses against the lens rests and to retracted positions where they 
are retracted from the pressing positions. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Kara E Geisel whose telephone number is 571 272 2416. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Gregory J. Toatley, Jr. can be reached on 571 272 2800 ext. 77. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 872 9306 for regular 
communications and 703 872 9306 for After Final communications. 



Conclusion 




KEG 

September 14, 2004 



